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Scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge

Is éard is scoil [an-Ghaeilge (Gaelscoil) n6 scoil Ghaeltachta ann né scoil ina ndéantar na
habhair uilig, seachas an Béarla, a theagasc tri Ghaeilge. Is { Gaeilge an teanga
chumarsaide sna scoileanna seo, labhraitear i sa seomra ranga agus sa chlds stgartha. Is
coras é seo a dtugtar ‘tumoideachas’ air, a ligeann do phéisti Gaeilge liofa a shealbh.
Leanann an coras seo an curaclam naisilinta até leagtha amach ag an Roinn Oideachais
agus Scileanna.

Is féidir le gach dalta tairbhe a bhaint as oideachas lan-Ghaeilge, beag beann ar leibhéal
cumais, stadas socheacnamaioch, cllra teangeolaioch, cultirtha né reiligiinach an dalta.
| measc na mbuntaisti a bhaineann le hoideachas lan-Ghaeilge té liofacht in dhéa theanga,
an cumas teangacha eile a shealbhi nios éasca agus an cumas bheith ag machnamh ar
bhealach ata soltbtha. Chomh maith leis seo, glacann na paisti seo nios fearr le
héagsllacht agus bionn ardmheas acu orthu féin.

Ta rol tabhachtach ag tuismitheoirf i saol laethuil na scoile. Mar thuismitheoiri, is féidir libh
cabhru le bhur bpaisti cur chuige ullmhaithe i leith na foghlama a fhorbairt. M& léirfonn td
spéisisaol do phaiste sa scoil lan-Ghaeilge, agus mé léirfonn td cultlr na scoile sa bhaile,
is féidir muinin agus caidreamh oscailte a choth( idir tG féin agus an scoil. Cabhréidh sé
seo libh mé thagann fadhbanna chun cinn ar scoil.

Mar thuismitheoiri a bhfuil paiste agaibh i scoil [dn-Ghaeilge, is féidir libh neart rudaf a
dhéanamh le do phéiste a spreagadh chun Gaeilge liofa a bheith aige né aici, fit mura
bhfuil mérén Gaeilge agatsa. Nil Gaeilge mar theanga an ti ag formhér na ndaltai ata ag
freastal ar scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge lasmuigh den Ghaeltacht. Is é an rud is fearr is féidir le
tuismitheoir a dhéanamh né [éirit dé p(h)aiste go bhfuil dearcadh dearfach acu faoin
bpaiste a bheith ag freastal ar scoil [an-Ghaeilge n6 scoil Ghaeltachta, agus iad ag éiri liofa
sa Ghaeilge. Cabhréidh sé go moér le do phaiste ma éirionn td go bhfuil tu bréduil as nd
aisti agus ma léirionn tU spéis sna rudaf atéd & ndéanamh ag an bpaiste ar scoil.

Baineann buntéisti soisialta, mothichanacha agus oideachais le hisaid na Gaeilge mar
theanga na scoile agus mar theanga an ti, mas i Gaeilge priomhtheanga do phdiste. Ar an
[&mh eile, baineann buntaisti leis an datheangachas mas é an Béarla priomhtheanga n6
an t-aon teanga ata ar a t(h)oil ag do phaiste. Is féidir le paisti a thagann ¢ theaghlaigh
nach i Gaeilge na Béarla teanga an ti s'acu tairbhe a bhaint as tumoideachas [an-Ghaeilge
chomh maith.




Irish-medium schools

An Irish-medium school ‘Gaelscoil’ or Gaeltacht school is a school where all subjects, apart
from English, are taught through Irish and Irish is the language of communication in the
school. This means that Irish is the spoken language both inside and outside the
classroom, and in the playground. This is a system called ‘immersion education” and it
enables children to become fluent in Irish naturally, while following the national
curriculum as set by the Department of Education and Skills.

All students can benefit from an Irish-medium education, regardless of their level of ability,
their socio-economic status, or their religious, cultural or linguistic background. Some of
the benefits available to students include developing fluency and literacy in two
languages, greater ease in learning other languages, greater ability to think in a flexible
way and increased acceptance of diversity, along with a high sense of self- esteem.

Parents have an important role to play in everyday school life. As parents, you can help
your child to develop an organised approach to learning. Taking an interest in your child’s
day at an Irish-medium school, and reflecting the ethos at home, builds trust and an open
relationship between you and the school. This will serve you both well if any problems
arise at school.

For parents of a child in an Irish-medium school, a lot can be done to encourage your child
to become fluent in Irish even when you have little or no Irish language skills. The majority
of children in Irish-medium schools outside of the Gaeltacht do not have Irish as one of
their home languages. The best way a parent can help is to show your children that you
are positive about them going to an Irish-medium or Gaeltacht school and about them
becoming fluent in Irish. Letting your child know that you are proud of them and
interested in what they’re doing in school will be a big help to them.

Where Irish is your child’s dominant language, there are important social, emotional and
educational benefits to using Irish as both the home and school language. Equally, where
English is the child’s only or dominant language, there are many benefits in them
becoming bilingual. Children whose home language is not Irish or English may also benefit
from Irish-medium immersive education.




Riachtanais speisialta oideachais

Is féidir le péisti riachtanais speisialta oideachais (RSO) bheith acu mar gheall ar na
riochtai seo a leanas: daille, lagl radhairc, bodhaire, allaire, fadhb mheabhairshlainte,
michumas foghlama né riocht eile a chiallaionn go bhfoghlaimionn an péiste ar bhealach
ata éagsuil leis an gcaoi a bhfoghlaimionn péisti eile.

Ta neart laidreachtal, buanna agus cumais ag paisti a bhfuil RSO acu. Té oideachas mar
cheart ag gach paiste, iad sitid a bhfuil RSO acu san direamh. Ba cheart do gach paiste
oideachas a fhail até oiritinach dé riachtanais, oideachas a ligeann déibh barr a gcumais a
bhaint amach. Is féidir teacht ar leabhran eolais até foilsithe ag an gComhairle Naisitnta
um Oideachas Speisialta do thuismitheoiri a bhfuil paisti né daoine éga le RSO acu ag an
nasc seo: www.ncse.ie/information-booklets-pamphlets-2
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Special educational needs

Special educational needs (SEN) can arise from a physical, sensory (blindness, visual
impairment, deafness, hard of hearing), mental health, learning disability or from another
condition that results in a child learning differently from a child without that condition.

Children with SEN are children first and have many different strengths, talents and
abilities. All children, including those with special educational needs, have a right to an
education that is appropriate to their needs and that enables them to develop in line with
their own individual potential. An information booklet for the parents of children and
young people with special educational needs is available on the NCSE website:
www.ncse.ie/information-booklets-pamphlets-2




Scoil a roghnu do do phaiste a bhfuil RSO aige no aici

De ghnath, glacann sé tamall ar thuismitheoiri scoil a roghn( da bpaisti a bhfuil RSO acu,
agus is fil roinnt clinsi a chur san direamh. I measc na gclinsf seo ta riachtanais an
phaiste, an rud is fearr don phdiste agus bhur rogha phearsanta mar thuismitheoiri.
B'fhearr le roinnt tuismitheoirf a bhfuil paisti le RSO acu a chlari i scoil lan-Ghaeilge ach
bionn faitios orthu nach ndéanfadh an péiste dul chun cinn maith i scoil da leithéid.

Ag brath ar shainriachtanais an dalta, is féidir le daltai a bhfuil RSO acu dul chun cinn a
dhéanambh in oideachas datheangach, ma bhionn timpeallacht foghlama ann atd tacuil.
Cuireann scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge failte roimh dhaltaf a bhfuil RSO acu. Ta sé mar pholasaf
ag an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna an leibhéal céanna tacaiochta a chur ar fail do
dhaltai RSO i scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge is a bheadh ar fail d6 né dii scoileanna eile.

Ag tacu le paisti réamhscoile

Is samhail i an tSamhail um Rochtain agus Cuimsit a chinntionn go mbionn rochtain ag
paisti 6ga michumasacha ar an gClar Clraim agus Oideachais Luath-Oige, i
réamhscoileanna Gaeilge (Nafonrai) agus i gcinn eile nach iad. Ta an tsamhail seo deartha
sa chaoiis go mbionn sé freagruil do shainriachtanais an phaiste i gcomhthéacs na
réamhscolaiochta. Cuireann si tacaiochtai saincheaptha ata praiticidil ar fail, tacaiochtaf
ata bunaithe ar riachtanais an phaiste, agus ni bhionn ga le diagnois thoirmilil
mhichumais.

Is féidir le paisti a bhfuil RSO acu freastal ar Naionra chomh maith, a fheidhmionn tri
mheén na Gaeilge. Bionn an tsamhail tumoideachais i bhfeidhm i Naionra agus
labhraitear Gaeilge nuair a bhionn na péisti ag foghlaim, ag spraoi agus ag déanamh
cumarsaide lena chéile. Cuireann Naionrai failte roimh gach paiste, iad sitid a bhfuil RSO
san aireamh, beag beann ar leibhéal Gaeilge an phaiste. Bionn rél tabhachtach acu mar go
dtugann siad na bunscileanna do phaisti cumarsaid a dhéanamh tri mhean na Gaeilge.
Cuireann sé seo le muinin an phaiste agus lena acmhainn foghlama.




Choosing a school for your child with SEN

Parents’ decision about the educational placement of their child with SEN usually evolves
over a period of time and a range of factors should be taken into account including your
child’s needs, your child’s best interests, and your own preference as parents. Some
parents would like to choose to send their child with SEN needs to an Irish-medium school
but worry that they will not be able to make good progress there.

Students with SEN, depending on their individual needs, can do well in bilingual
education settings provided that they have a supportive learning environment.
Irish-medium schools welcome students with SEN and the policy of The Department of
Education and Skill is that the same level of support for students with SEN should be
provided to Irish-medium schools as to all other schools.

Supporting pre-school children

The Access and Inclusion Model (AIM) is a model of support designed to ensure that
young children with disabilities can access Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)
programme in English-medium as well as Irish-medium pre-school settings (Nafonrai). The
model is designed to be responsive to the needs of each individual child in the context of
their pre-school setting. It offers tailored, practical supports based on need and does not
require a formal diagnosis of disability. Visiting Teachers are also available to support
pre-school children who are deaf or hard of hearing and those who are blind or visually
impaired.

Children with SEN can also access preschool provision through the medium of Irish known
as a ‘Nafonra’. Children in a Naionra follow the immersion model where all play, learning
and communication is facilitated through the medium of Irish. Naionrai welcome children
of all levels of Irish, including those with SEN. They play a very important role in providing
children with the basic building blocks to communicate and socialise through the medium
of Irish. This increases children’s confidence and enhances their learning ability.




Ag tacu le paisti ar scoil

Tugtar tacaiocht teagaisc bhreise do phéisti ma aithnionn an scoil, trid an gContanam
Tacalochta, go bhfuil riachtanais foghlama ag an bpaiste. Is céras é an Contanam
Tacaiochta a d’fhorbair an tSeirbhis Naisitnta Siceolaiochta Oideachais, chun cuidit le
scoileanna paisti a bhfuil riachtanais speisialta oideachais acu a aithint ionas gur féidir leis
an scoil tact leo. Feidhmionn sé laistigh den seomra ranga, i ngripa beaga né ar bhonn
aonair, nd i meascan de leibhéil éagsula i roinnt casanna.

Tugann an Roinn Oideachais agus Scileanna tacafochtai teagaisc sa bhreis do scoileanna,
ag cur riachtanais oideachais na scoile san direamh sa chinneadh seo. | measc na
riachtanas a ndéantar machnamh orthu té riachtanais litearthachta agus riachtanais
uimhearthachta. I scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge, cuirtear leibhéil litearthachta Gaeilge agus
Béarla araon san aireamh agus an cinneadh & dhéanamh. I gcés na scoileanna
lan-Ghaeilge, is féidir le daltai scoile tacaiocht litearthachta a fhail tri Ghaeilge is tri
Bhéarla, nuair a bhionn ga leis.

Ba chéir do thacalocht teagaisc bhreise cur leis an tacaiocht a chuireann an muinteoir
ranga no6 abhair ar féil sa ghnathsheomra ranga. Is féidir tacaiocht teagaisc bhreise ata
éifeachtach a chur ar fail do do phéiste ar roinnt bealaf éagsula:

. Is féidir le do phaiste bheith mar chuid de ghrlpa beag laistigh den
ghnathsheomra ranga.

« Is féidir le do phaiste bheith bainte den rang mar chuid de ghripa beag chun obair a
dhéanamh i seomra ranga eile.

. Is féidir teagasc duine le duine a chur ar fail don phéiste.

« Is féidir le do phaiste bheith mar chuid de rang ina bhfuil comhuinteoireacht in
Uséid. (Is éard is comhuinteoireacht ann na rang ina ndéanann an muinteoir ranga
agus an muinteoir oideachais speisialta pleanail agus cur i lathair an ranga a roinnt.)

Léiritear sa taighde nach n-oireann ceann de na samhlacha thuas do gach péiste a bhfuil
riachtanais speisialta oideachais acu agus iad ar scoil. Bionn formhér na scoileanna
sollbtha agus baineann siad leas as na samhlacha ar fad a luadh thuas, i meascain
éagsula. Cuirfidh an scoil sainriachtanais na bpaisti san direamh agus iad ag cur plean le
chéile faoi conas saintacaiocht chui a chur ar fail déibh.

Cuireann muinteoiri oideachais speisialta teagasc breise ar fail do dhaltaf a bhfuil RSO acu
arroinnt bealai éagsula:

« Déantar measunu ar laidreachtai agus ar riachtanais foghlama an phaiste

« Leagtar spriocanna foghlama amach

« Déantar teagasc mar theagasc duine le duine, teagasc griipa né comhuinteoireacht
« Déantar monatoireacht, athbhreithnit agus taifeadadh ar an dul chun cinn

Ta tacaiocht Chiuntoir Riachtanais Speisialta (SNA) ar fail chun tacl leis na riachtanais
chlraim shuntasacha a bhionn ag roinnt daltai. | measc na ngniomhaiochtai a
gcabhraionn siad leo té Uséid leithris, gléasadh, cothd, leigheas a thabhairt agus

luaineacht.
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Supporting children in school

Children receive additional teaching support if the school, through the Continuum of
Support, identifies that a child has learning needs. The Continuum of Support is a system,
developed by The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS), which is in place in
schools in order to identify and support children with special educational needs. It can
operate within the classroom, in small groups or at individual levels or a combination of
all levels.

The Department of Education and Skills allocates additional teaching supports to schools
and in doing so, takes into account the school’s educational needs, including its literacy
and numeracy needs. In Irish-medium schools, literacy levels in both English and Irish are
taken into account when making this allocation. In Irish-medium schools students can
receive literacy support in both Irish and English, where this is required.

Additional teaching support given to your child should build on and complement the
support delivered by the class or subject teacher in the ordinary classroom situation.
Effective additional teaching support can be provided to your child in a number of
different ways including:

« Your child being part of a small group within the ordinary classroom

« Your child being withdrawn as part of a small group to another classroom

+ Your child being taught on a one to one basis

« Your child being taught as part of a class where team teaching is taking place.
(Team teaching is where the special education teacher goes into a class with the
class teacher and they share the planning and delivery of the class.)

Research shows that there is no one of the above models that suits all children with
special educational needs for all of their school life. Most schools are flexible and may use
all of the models described above, in different combinations. The school will take the
particular needs of individual children into account when planning how best to provide
support to them.

Special education teachers provide additional teaching to students with SEN in a number
of different ways including:

« Assessment of strengths and learning needs

+ Setting learning targets

+ Teachingon an individual basis, in a group or team teaching
+ Monitoring, reviewing and recording progress

Special Needs Assistant (SNA) support is also available to assist with the additional and
significant care needs that some students may have. This can include helping with
activities such as toileting, dressing, feeding, medication and mobility.
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Tacaiocht do phaisti ata bodhar, a bhfuil allaire orthu
agus paisti ata dall né a bhfuil lagu radhairc acu

De ghnath, cuirtear na daltaf a luaitear thuas ar aghaidh go dti seirbhisi speisialtoiri
radhairc agus éisteolaiochta ¢ bhionn siad 6g. Ansin cuirtear ar aghaidh go dti muinteoir
ar cuairtiad.

Déanann muinteoiri ar cuairt na nithe seo a leanas mar chuid den tseirbhis:

Treoir, tacaiocht agus sainteagasc a thabhairt
do phaisti réamhscoile agus a dtuismitheoiri sa bhaile

Sainteagasc, tacaiocht agus
monatdireacht a dhéanamh ar scoil

Treoir do thuismitheoiri agus do mhuinteoiri
araon maidir le scileanna cumarsaide a fhorbairt

Combhairle maidir le scileanna Braille a fhorbairt

Combhairle a chur ar thuismitheoiri agus ar mhdinteoiri
faoi Usaid na teicneolaiochta oiriinaithi. Cuimsionn sé
seo corais réimse fuaime, corais FM, teicneolaiocht ata

oiriinaitheach agus aiseanna lagamhairc

Dul i gcomhairle le tuismitheoiri, miinteoiri agus daoine gairmiula.
I measc na ndaoine gairmiula ta éisteolaithe, teiripeoiri urlabhra
agus teanga, Eagraithe Riachtanais Speisialta Oideachais
(SENO) agus an Fhoireann um lonphlanduithe Cochla

B
B
B
-+
X
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Support for children who are deaf, hard of hearing,
blind or visually impaired

Deaf or hard of hearing students and those who are blind or visually impaired are generally
referred to specialist visual and audiology services at an early age. From there they are
referred to a visiting teacher.

The service provided by visiting teachers includes:

Guidance, support and specialist teaching to
pre-school children and their parents in the home

Specialist teaching,
support and monitoring in schools

Guidance to parents and teachers
on developing communication skills

Advice regarding the development of Braille skills

Advice to parents and teachers on the use of
assistive technology, including sound-field systems,
FM systems, adaptive technology, low vision aids

Liaising with parents, teachers and professionals
including audiologists, speech and language therapists,
SENOs, cochlear implant team

11




Teagmbhalaithe usaideacha

Is féidir dul go www.gaeloideachas.ie/oideachas-speisialta chun tuilleadh eolais a fhail
maidir le hoideachas tri Ghaeilge agus maidir leis an tacaiocht até ar fail i scoileanna
l&n-Ghaeilge do phaisti a bhfuil riachtanais speisialta oideachais acu. Is fit aird faoi leith a
thabhairt ar an rann6g CCanna do thuismitheoiri a bhfuil paisti le riachtanais speisialta
oideachais acu.

Is féidir teagmhail a dhéanamh leis an Eagrai Riachtanais Speisialta Oideachais aitidil trid
an scoil né ar shuiomh NCSE www.ncse.ie.

Is féidir sonrai teagmhala a fhail don mhuinteoir ar cuairt is ititla ag an suiomh seo:
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/VisitingTeacher-Service

Is féidir eolas a bhaineann leis na tacaiochtai uilig a d’fhéadfai bheith ag dul duit a fhail
anseo: www.citizensinformation.ie.

Léitheoireacht bhreise

« Doras Feasa Fiafrai: Exploring Special Educational Needs Provision and Practices
across Gaelscoileanna and Gaeltacht Primary Schools in the Republic of Ireland
by Mary Barrett, 2016.

+ The Additional Supports Required by Pupils with Special Educational Needs in
Irish Medium-Schools by Dr Sinéad Andrews, 2019.




Useful contacts

Further information on Irish-medium education as well as support for children with
special educational needs in Irish-medium schools can be found at
www.gaeloideachas.ie/special-education/. See in particular a FAQ section for parents of
children with special educational needs.

Your local Special Educational Needs Organiser (SENO) may be contacted through the
school or from the NCSE website at www.ncse.ie.

Contact details for your local visiting teacher are available at:
www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Services/VisitingTeacher-Service

Information about other supports to which you may be entitled are available from Citizens
Information at: www.citizensinformation.ie.

Additional reading

« Doras Feasa Fiafrai: Exploring Special Educational Needs Provision and Practices
across Gaelscoileanna and Gaeltacht Primary Schools in the Republic of Ireland
by Mary Barrett, 2016.

« The Additional Supports Required by Pupils with Special Educational Needs in
Irish Medium-Schools by Dr Sinéad Andrews, 2019.

Gorlann Ghné na Forbacha
Udards na Gaeltachta

Na Forbacha

Co. na Gaillimhe

Halla Naomh Padraig
Instititiid Oideachais Marino
Ascaill Ui Ghriofa
Baile Atha Cliath 9, D09 K4P6, Eire
www.gaeloideachas.ie +353-1-853 5195
twitter.com/gaeloid eolas@gaeloideachas.ie
Facebook.com/gaeloideachas www.gaeloideachas.ie

Gaeloideachas (@)

Guth don Oideachas lan-Ghaeilge agus Gaeltachta
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Fdinn

Is eagraiocht naisilinta { Gaeloideachas a
thacaionn le forbairt an oideachais
[an-Ghaeilge.

Bunaiodh i mar Gaelscoileanna in 1973 le
tact le bunscoileanna agus iar-bhun-
scoileanna lan-Ghaeilge lasmuigh den
Ghaeltacht. O shin, leathnafodh rél na
heagraiochta agus cuireann sf seirbhisi
tacaiochta ar féil anois do scoileanna
Gaeltachta agus naionrai lasmuigh den
Ghaeltacht chomh maith.

Tugann Gaeloideachas comhairle, cinamh
agus tacaiocht do dhaoine ar mian leo
oideachas lan-Ghaeilge da bpaisti, chomh
maith le seirbhisi tacafochta agus
abhcdideachta doibh sitd até ag obair

san earnail.

About Us

Gaeloideachas is a national organisation
supporting the development of
Irish-medium education.

Founded as Gaelscoileannain 1973 to
support Irish-medium schools, primary and
post-primary, outside of the Gaeltacht,

the organisation’s remit now includes the
provision of support services for
Irish-medium schools in Gaeltacht areas,
and for Irish-medium preschools outside
of the Gaeltacht.

Gaeloideachas provides advice, assistance
and support to people who wish to have
their children educated through Irish, as
well as support services and advocacy for
those working in the sector.

Gaeloideachas @)

Guth don Oideachas lan-Ghaeilge agus Gaeltachta

Nncsess

An Chomhairle Naisitinta um Oideachas Speisialta
National Council for Special Education

Cuireadh an leabhran seo le chéile i gcomhar leis an gComhairle Néisitinta um Oideachas Speisialta(NCSE)
This leaflet was put together in consultation with The National Council for Special Education (NCSE)

Urraithe ag

Foras na Gaeilge
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